
   

 
 We all have a story. Here is a select offering of some 

wonderful stories found in the ICS Library that will entertain 
and enlighten as you read about others whose life situations 
and experiences may be different from your own. Reading 
provides us with windows to understanding and empathy 
and opens doors for engaged discussion.   
 
Enjoy! Embrace diversity!  
 
 
All students, grades 1-12, can access our library’s digital and audio 
book platform, OverDrive, on various devices (smart phone, ipads 
and laptops). 
 
Download the OverDrive app. Go to the online library catalog 
icslibraries.folletdestiny.com > on the home > page click the 
OverDrive icon > log-in using student school email account. 
 
Please see library staff if you need help with the OverDrive app or 
access. 

For Older Readers 
 
The 57 Bus………………………………………………… Dashka Slater   364.15 SLA 
The true story of two teenagers and the crime that changed their lives. 
 
American Street……………………………………….…. Ibi Zoboi       on OverDrive 
A powerful coming-of-age story about a young Haitian immigrant. A lyrical  
exploration of America with magical realism and voodoo culture.  
 
Does My Head look Big in This?...........................Randa Abdel-Fattah   FIC ABD 
When 16-year-old Amal decides to begin wearing the hijab, she discovers the 
effect that her decision has on the non-Muslim people she loves. 
 
House on Mango Street …………………………..Sandra Cisneros   on OverDrive 
The remarkable story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for  
herself who and what she will become.  
 
Turtles All the Way Down………………………………….John Green    FIC GRE 
Aza Holmes is a young woman navigating daily existence within the ever-tightening  
spiral of her own thoughts. 
 
Tsotsi………………………………………………………….Athol Fugard       FIC FUG 
Although set in 1950s South Africa, this powerful story about a gang of young men  
who have turned to crime in a desperate attempt to survive on the streets has a 
contemporary feel. 
 
The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B……………………..…..Theresa Toten      FIC TOT 
Adam is trying to understand his OCD, balance his relationship with his divorced  
parents, and also navigate through the issues that teenagers normally face, namely  
the perils of young love. 
 
Everything, Everything…………………………………….Nicola Yoon        FIC YOO 
The story of a teenage girl who's literally allergic to the outside world. When a new  
family moves in next door, she begins a complicated romance that challenges 
everything she's ever known. 
 
Hate U Give……………………………...Angie Thomas    FIC THO & on OverDrive 
A powerful, thought-provoking drama about race and activism. 
 
Marcelo in the Real World  …………………………Francisco X Stork       FIC STO 
Marcelo Sandoval, a seventeen-year-old boy on the high-functioning end of the  
autistic spectrum, faces new challenges, including romance and injustice, when he  
goes to work for his father in the mailroom of a corporate law firm. 
 
Ugly: a memoir …………………………………………Robert Hoge         B HOG 
Despite being born with a large tumor in the middle of his face and short, twisted legs, 
Robert Hoge refuses to let what made him different stand in the way of leading a  
happy, successful life. A true story. 
 
 
 



 
 

For Younger Readers 
 
Be Kind…………………………….……………………………..Pat Miller       E MIL 
This story explores what kindness is, and how any act, big or small, can make a 
difference. 
 
Be Who You Are………………………………………………..Todd Parr      E PAR 
This picture book encourages kids to be proud of what makes them unique, where  
they come from, and how they express themselves and see the world. 
 
Emmanuel’s Dream ……………………………Laurie Ann Thomson      JB YOB 
The true story of a West African youth who pursued an education, helped support  
his family and became a record-setting cyclist in spite of a disability.  
 
The Family Book ………………………………………………Todd Parr      E PAR 
Describes a variety of families all alike in some ways and special no matter what. 
 
Last Stop on Market Street…………………………Matt de la Pena        E DE 
A young boy rides the bus across town with his grandmother and learns to  
appreciate the beauty in everyday things. 

Morris Micklewhite and the Tangerine Dress..Christine Baldacchino   E BAL 
A young boy faces adversity from classmates when he wears a tangerine colored  
dress to school. 
 
My Friend Has Down’s Syndrome and other titles….A. Tourville   J 618.92 TOU 
Explains some of the challenges and rewards of having a friend with Down’s  
Syndrome, using everyday kid-friendly examples. 
 
My Name is Yoon ……………………………………Helen Recorvits          E REC 
Korean-born Yoon, or "shining wisdom," refers to herself as "cat," "bird," and  
"cupcake," as a way to feel more comfortable in her new school and new country. 
 
Perfect Square….………………………………………Michael Hall             E HAL 
A perfect square that is perfectly happy is torn into pieces, punched with holes, 
crumpled, and otherwise changed but finds in each transformation that it can be 
something new, and just as happy. 
 
Red: a crayon’s story………………………………Michael Hall     on OverDrive 
A story about being true to your inner self and following your own path despite 
obstacles that may come your way. 
 
Thank you, Mr. Falker ………………………………Patricia Polacco         E POL 
The story of a young girl's struggle to read and the caring teacher who finally helps  
her discover the magic of reading. Autobiographical. 
 
We’re All Wonders…………………………………………..R.J. Palacio       E PAL 
This simple, engaging, wise book is full of positive messages about respecting 
differences, being kind, and showing empathy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Middle Readers 
 
365 Days of Wonder……………………………………...R.J. Palacio     on OverDrive 
Wise words to live by inspired by Palacio’s book Wonder (JFIC/MS FIC PAL). 
 
Drita My Homegirl…………………………………Jenny Lombard    MS FIC LOM  
A sensitively written story of two worlds coming together. 
 
El Deafo…………………………………………………...Cece Bell     JB/GRA B BEL 
A graphic novel memoir of the author/illustrator who grew up hearing impaired. 
 
Fish In a Tree ……………………………...Linda Hunt Mullaly     JFIC/MS FIC HUN 
Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out she is as dumb as they think she is 
because she still doesn't know how to read. 
 
Finding Perfect ………………………………………..…Elly D. Swartz     JFIC SWA 
With some help from her siblings and friends, Molly is able to face her OCD and be 
strong enough to get help for it. 
 
Firegirl …………………………………………………Tony Abbott     on OverDrive 
A poignant novel about a boy's friendship with a burn victim is perfect for fans of  
R. J. Palacio’s Wonder. 
 
Forget Me Not ………………………………….………...Ellie Terry     on OverDrive 
The story of Calliope June, an intelligent, strong-willed girl with Tourette syndrome. 
 
Kick……………………………………………………Mitch Johnson     MS FIC JOH 
A story about dreaming big, about hope and heroes, and never letting anyone  
stand in your way. 
 
Rain Reign…………………………………………………..Ann Martin     JFIC MAR 
Struggling with Asperger's syndrome, Rose is forced to confront the limits of her  
comfort levels. 
 
Refugee…………………………………………………...Alan Gratz     MS FIC GRA 
This timely and powerful novel tells the story of three different children seeking refuge. 
 
Separate is Never Equal …………………..…Duncan Tanatiuh     J 379.2 TON 
True account of Sylvia Mendez & her family's fight for desegregation. 
 
Someday Birds……………………………………………....Sally Pla      MS FIC PLA 
Charlie, twelve, who has autism and OCD, must endure a cross-country trip with his 
siblings and a strange babysitter to visit their father, who will undergo brain surgery. 
 
Stars Beneath Our Feet ………………….David Barclay Moore     MS FIC MOO 
A boy tries to steer a safe path through the projects in Harlem in the wake of his 
brother's death. 
 
The Truth As Told by Mason Buttle………………..Leslie Connor     MS FIC CON 
Mason is a learning-disabled 12-year-old who will warm your heart and earn your 
respect with his honesty and compassion. 
 
 
 
 


