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The International Community School of Addis Ababa is a premier early childhood through grade 12 school offering a
holistic, rigorous and inclusive program. An International Baccalaureate Diploma and PYP school, accredited in the United
States, ICS serves a diverse, multicultural student body on a beautiful, well-equipped campus. ICS Addis is committed to
ensuring a personalized learning experience for students with a highly effective learning progressive model of education in
which all students learn at high levels.

VISION

inquiry provides opportunities for students to develop the
essential elements of the PYP: Knowledge, Skills, Concepts,

Our best with Africa and our world.

and Action.

MISSION
We nurture the talents, character and intellect of all learners,
challenging them to be a positive influence and empowering
them to excel in their world.

EARLY YEARS PROGRAM
ICS Addis offers three separate sections for children who
have turned two years old on or before 31 August (EY2),
three years old on or before 31 August (EY3), and four years
old on or before 31 August (EY4). EY2 is a half-day program

PROGRAM OF INQUIRY

while EY3 and 4 have half-day or full-day options.

The ICS Addis elementary school is authorized as an IB
Primary Years Program (PYP) school, integrating subject

The Early Years pedagogy is inspired by The Educational

areas to support inquiry and learning in meaningful

Project in Reggio Emilia and is anchored by our PYP

contexts. The transdisciplinary nature of the curriculum

concept-based units of inquiry, reflecting international best

enables students to experience how subject knowledge

practices. The approach is designed to respect curious,

and understanding work together in the real world towards

growing children where playful inquiry sets the foundation

sustainable action.

for important skills in thinking, self-management, socialemotional growth, communication, physical coordination,

The PYP units of inquiry are organized in six themes: Who

and cognitive/academic creativity. Children explore symbolic

We Are, Where We Are in Place and Time, How We Express

representation, including early literacy and numeracy,

Ourselves, How the World Works, How We Organize

through play and careful educator facilitation.

Ourselves and Sharing the Planet. Each of the units of
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM
The elementary school program at ICS Addis is built

READING AND WRITING
Literacy skills are taught through a balanced literacy

upon a strong commitment to student agency in learning.

approach, using curricular tools from the Reading and

The school community works toward the development,

Writing Project from Teachers College, which focuses on

facilitation, and practice of the ICS Learner Profile.

explicit instruction in reading and writing strategies as well

Instructional pedagogy is based on inquiry and concept-

as regular individual attention. These reading and writing

based teaching and learning. We know that students learn

experiences are blended into the units of inquiry to develop

best when their learning is significant, relevant, engaging

the benefits of transdisciplinary understanding.

and challenging. We provide a rigorous and differentiated
learning experience based on the best instructional
practices, all designed to tap into each individual student’s

MATHEMATICS

passion and creativity.

Mathematics skills are taught through the Eureka Math
program, with learning outcomes based on the Common

As part of the ICS Addis personalized learning journey, our

Core Standards. Eureka Math connects math to the real

classrooms are learning hubs in which teams of teachers

world in ways that take the fear out of math and build

work together to support individual students’ needs and

students’ confidence, helping them to achieve true

choices in their learning experiences. At the same time,

understanding, lesson by lesson, year after year.

this format also allows a higher level of flexibility and
collaboration among students. High academic expectations
at ICS Addis are based on the Common Core standards for
literacy and math. Academic instruction is balanced with
a belief in the development of the whole child, which is a
prominent feature of our PYP curricular framework.

SCIENCE
Aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards,
science skills are embedded within the PYP units of inquiry,
using a hands-on inquiry-based approach, with a focus on
science and engineering practices.

Elementary school encompasses six years of schooling, from
early years 5 (EY5) to grade 5. EY5 is the equivalent to an

HUMANITIES

American kindergarten. At the end of elementary school,

The social studies and humanities are taught through the

students move to middle school (grades 6-8).

PYP units of inquiry, and are reviewed regularly to ensure
vertical alignment. The program places an emphasis on
students developing an understanding for themselves and

STUDENT SUPPORT
As a responsibly inclusive community school, ICS Addis
values the contributions of each student to the learning
environment. ICS is fortunate to have a wide array of support

others in the context of an ever-changing global society and
within their own unique contexts.

available to students, including English as an Additional

SPECIALS CLASSES

Language and learning specialists, speech and language

Students participate in French, art or Design Creativity

support and counseling, through a Response to Intervention

Innovation (DCI), music, and physical education specials as

(RTI) tiered support model.

part of the regular school day. There is also the option of
learning the Amharic language for those who are interested.
Grade 5 students participate in beginning band as part of
their music program.
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